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Staff
Executive Board

Angela Karash
Dale Sulak
Betsey Langan
Ron Winsauer
Dwayne Forsyth

Convention Chair

Convention Chair: Ron Winsauer
Vice Chair:  David Ifversen

Treasury and Records

Treasurer: Dale Sulak
Procurement: Kris Southerland

Technical Services

Network Admin: Dave Ifversen
Web Admin: Wendy Richardson
Audio, Visual, & Lighting:  
 Dave Ifversen

Member Services

Operations & Gophers
Security: Kris Southerland
Con Suite: Karen Nagel

Public Relations

Guest of Honor Liason:  
 Angela Karash
Hotel Liason: Pete Richardson
Publications & Signage:  
 Liana Winsauer

Logistics

Robin Winsauer

Programming

Chair: Kris Southerland

Blinkies
Dale Sulak
Dwayne Forsyth

Music
Daniel “gundo” Gunderson
Betsey Langan
Angela Karash

Dangerous Fun  
(Tesla Coils, etc.)
Captain !Zot!

Science
Bill Higgins

Performing Arts
Dancing Fool

Writing
Jackie Powers

Visual Arts
Arty Artie

Fiber Arts
Sam the Ram
Sue the Ewe

Industrial Arts
Wile E. Coyote

Roving Programming
Michele Southerland
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Guests
Guest of Honor: The Wolfen Corsair  
AnnaMaria “Dallas” Dellasandros

Dallas is of that species known as 
“Wolfen.”  Please do not be alar-
mend by the sight of an eight-
foot tall wolf-like humanoid in 
nautical-type garb wandering the 
halls of MuseCon.  

When Dallas announced that she 
would be attending MuseCon as 
our Guest of Honor, her argu-
ments were most . . . forceful. We 
really couldn’t argue, although 
we’re not quite sure which area 
of Programming she best repre-
sents.

If you meet Dallas in the halls, 
please be assured that she has 
promised not to gut, salt, keel-
haul, or otherwise fold, spindle, 
or mutilate any of her fellow 
attendees.  

Seal, cod, and chests of dubloons, 
however, should probably hide.

Dallas’ experiences have been 
many and varied.  She is certain 
that her presence will be of great 
benefit to the members of this 
august gathering, although she 

does admit she does not quite 
understand its purpose. 

Even as a small cub, AnnaMaria 
was the most adventurous of the 
litter of siblings, which totaled 4, 
1 sister and 2 brothers.  

Early on she decided that An-
naMaria was entirely “too much 
of a name, and simply too frou-
frou to be borne” and insisted 
that all should call her “Dallas.”  

At the age of 12 she began work 
on her family’s cod-fishing boats.  
By the age of 15 or thereabouts, 
however, Dallas was finding 
the world of the fishing fleet too 
restrictive.  

On the occasion of a rare stop at 
a port city, she signed on another 
ship, the sealing schooner of the 
infamous “Wolf” Larsen (who 
has been said to be the model 
of the character by the same 
name in Jack London’s classic 
adventure story, “The Sea Wolf,” 
although Dallas is nothing like 
Humph, the main character of 
London’s work.)
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Special Guest: Zinaida Nishikawa,  
aka “The Rusalka” Human Super-Being

Subject in result of an experi-
ment in the use of chemical and 
radiologic therapy by a medi-
cal research facility to produce 
an enhanced super-being. The 
experiment that produced the 
subject super-being was car-
ried out at a secret facility on 
one of the Kuril Islands, located 
between northern Japan and 
Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula. 
After the “Fall of Communism” 
and the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union in the 1980’s, the facility 
came under the control of the 
United States.

Eventually, the subject was 
“released from the program,” 
and she made her way across the 
Bering Strait to Alaska. Given the 
subject’s powers, this would be 
a relatively simple feat. It is not 
clear if the subject was involved 
with a series of daring robberies 
of cruise ships along the coastal 
“Inside Passage,” but the modus 
operandi are suggestive.

Like so much related to the 
subject, it is not clear if she was 
issued US citizenship or if it was 
obtained either legally or ille-
gally during her stay in the San 
Francisco area. At this time, her 

status as a Naturalized Citizen 
appears to be secure.

The subject is currently resid-
ing in the Milwaukee, WI area, 
and is employed by the Center 
for Great Lakes Studies. Her job 
appear to be related to her skills 
in the piloting, physical fitness, 
and mechanical areas. It is as-
sumed that the position allows 
for satisfaction of her needs for 
power consumption. The sub-
ject frequently travels to vari-
ous locations around the Great 
Lakes. It is assumed (again) that 
the subject has an affinity for 
large water bodies, related to her 
super-powers.

The subject’s participation in 
MuseCon is somewhat baffling, 
but may be related to the so-
called super-power of fire emis-
sion.  MuseCon Programming 
staff have been heard to be plan-
ning several pyrotechnic-related 
events. In addition, the recent 
resurgance in synchronized 
swimming, the aquatic facilities 
of Really Big Convention Center, 
and the subject’s abilities to swim 
and breathe underwater are sug-
gestive.
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Schedule
Opening  
Ceremonies

Friday, 3:00 pm

Grand Ballroom

R. Winsauer, GoHs

Welcome to MuseCon!  Come 
watch Ron babble and make a 
fool of himself while our Guests 
of Honor heckle and do other 
Amusing Things!

The Singing 
Meeses

Friday, 5:00 pm 

Grand Ballroom

A. Nony Mouse & The Rodents

Following Opening Ceremonies, 
A. Nony Mouse & The Rodents, 
winners of Some Illustrious 
Filk Award,  will sing for us, 
a selection of their small furry 
favorites. 

Gnawing the 
Scenery

Friday, 8:00 pm

Windsor

W. Shatner, T. Curry, H. Amlet

Overacting for fun and profit.  
Our panel of professional and fic-
tional histrionicists will lead you 
through this 4-hour workshop.

Please note: once the workshop 
starts, the doors will be locked, 
so don’t be late.

Tesla Coils!
Friday, 9:00 pm

Lakeside Pavillion

W.E. Coyote, Capt. ZOT!

Tesla Coils: They sing! They 
ZOT! They generate gobs of RF 
interference.  Will the crazy guy 
in the chain mail stand between 
the coils again?  Will the build-
ing engineer have a heart attack 
when he realizes exactly what 
this event is?  Come and find out.
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Programming

Spin City
Saturday, 10:00 am

Edwardian

S. Ram, S. Ewe

Urban livestock farming for the 
spinner.  Bunnies, cats, dogs, all 
produce spinnable fiber.  Time 
permitting we’ll also discuss 
pygmy goats, small sheep 
breeds, and other yard-friendly 
pocket critters.  

Duct Tape 
Sculpture

Saturday, 11:00 am

Barrington

R. Winsauer (Jr.), K. Reardon

What happens when you let two 
loopy teen boys loose with an 
unlimited amount of The Force 
and instructions to build a sculp-
ture? We don’t either!

Blacksmithing 
Demo

Saturday, 10:00 am - Noon

Lakeside Pavillion

T. Hor, V. Ulcan

Watch our god-like smiths do 
basic forging.

Blinkies
Saturday, 10-5

Lakeshore Ballroom

GT

You know you wanna build a 
blinkie or three, what are you 
waiting for?  Don’t fear, the 
blinkie wizards of GT are ready 
to help.

Mutants, Friends 
or Foes?

Saturday, 11:00 am

Knighton

Z. Nishikawa, “Dallas”

Join our not-quite-human Guests 
of Honor as they discuss the 
ins and outs of life in a human 
world.  Finding a fur-stylist, be-
ing a good neighbor, and more.

Beyond Prose 
to Verse

Saturday, Noon-3

Hampton

W. Shakespeare, Bacon

Learn the basics of the sonnet, 
the ode, and creative collabora-
tion from this dynamic-writing 
and bestselling duo.
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Programming
Is my Dog Really 
a Cat?

Saturday, Noon

Knighton

“Dallas”, V. Eterinarian

Some dogs are awfully cat-like, 
and some cats sure seem to be 
dogs in the wrong body.  Our 
panelists explore the heartbreak 
of species confusion.

“I Wove Myself 
into the Sofa!” 
And Other Fiber 
Disasters
Saturday, 1:00 pm

Carlyle

K.Nit, B. Logger, S. Ewe

No conundrum is too strange for 
our experts.  Bring your prob-
lems and even if we can’t solve 
them, we’ll at least give you a 
shoulder to cry on.  

Guest Concert 
Saturday, 1:00 pm

Windsor

Music GoH

A rollicking concert of fun by our 
special music Guests of Honor.

(Tabletop) 
Trebuchets

Saturday, 1:00 pm

Prescott

K. Southerland

The forces of Gondor weren’t 
using catapults in “The Return of 
the King”, those were trebuchets!  
Find out how to build your own.

Woodworking  
on a Budget

Saturday, 1:00 pm

Lakeside Pavillion

T. Termite

You don’t need a workshop 
full of power tools to do qual-
ity woodworking.  T. Termite 
demonstrates how he makes fine 
furniture with only basic hand 
tools.

You Got Science  
in My Food!

Saturday, 2:00 pm

Knighton

TV Chef & Friends

Cooking isn’t Rocket Science, but 
there’s lots of science in cooking,   
and no one does it better than 
our favorite TV Chef.



Please Note:  These events required pre-registration.  If you were not able 
to pre-regisster for a class, you can check with our Class Coordinator in 
Registration for space avalability., but most classes fill early and cancella-
tions are filled from a waiting list.

Horror Novella 
Critique

Friday, 4-10 pm

Hampton

E. A. Poe, H.P. Lovecraft

Round-robin critique of novels 
for unpublished authors, only.  
Dinner break to be determined by 
class.

SF & F Calamity
Saturday, 1-5

Hampton

S. Ombody O.R. Other

Creating good catastrophes 
requires more than just a graphic 
imagination, you need science, or 
at least internal logic.  

Slithering Around  
the Slush Pile

Saturday, 8-Noon

Hampton

E. A. Poe, H.P. Lovecraft

Aimed particularly at the unsuc-
cessful horror author, but open to 
anyone, what to do after rejec-
tion.

Costuming Rants
Saturday, 9-1

Carlyle

A. Expert, O. Seamstress

The one-and-only Authenticity 
Expert and famed blogger The 
Opinionated Seamstress shred, 
both literally and figuratively, 
bad attempts at historic costum-
ing.  Not for the faint of heart.



Schedule Grid
Day Time Stage Edward Carlyle

Fri 5:00 Opening Cer-
emonies

Blah Blah
6:00 Blah Blah
7:00 Blah Blah Blah

Sat. 10:00

11:00

12:00 You
1:00 Get
2:00 The
3:00 General
4:00 Idea
5:00 Right?
6:00

7:00

8:00

9:00

10:00

Sun. 10:00

11:00

12:00 Closing Cer-
emonies1:00



2011
Finding Our Muse

August 5-7, 2011
Westin Chicago Northwest, Itasca, Illinois

Musecon
With the help of our Guest of Honor:

S.J. Tucker

www.MuseCon.org P.O. Box 912, Palatine, IL 60078


